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NEW-YORK, Sept. 21. 
In Convention, Sepi. 17, 1787. 


SIR, 
BB have now the hor-r to fubmit to the 
confideration of the United States in Con- 
grefs affembled, that conftitution which has appear- 
ed to us the moft advifeable. 

The friends of our country have long feen and de- 
fired, that the power of making war, peace, and 
treaties, that of levying money and regulating com- 
merce, atid the correfpondent executive ard judicial 
authorities, theald be tully and effeCtually vefted 
in the general government of the union: but the 
impropriety of delegating fuch oxtenfive truft to 
one bedy of men is evident. Hence refults the ne- 
ceffity of a different organization. 

it is obvioufly impra*icable, in the Federal Gov- 
ernment of thefe flates, tu fecure all rights of inde- 
pendent fovereignty to each, and yet provide for the 
intereft and fatcty of all. Individuals entering into 
fociety, muft give up a thare of linerty to preferve 
the reft. The magnitude of the facrifice muft de- 
pend as wellon fituation aad circumilance, as on 
the objet to be obtained. tis at all times difficult 
to draw with precifion the line between thofe rights 
which muft be furrencered, and thofe which may 
be réferved; and, on the prefent occafion, this 
difficulty was imcrealed by a difie-ence among the 
feveral ftates, asto tier fituation, extent, habits, 
and particular interefts. 

in all our deliberations on this fubjeQ, we kept 
fteadily in our view, jhat, which appears to us the 
greatcitintereit of every true American—the confoli- 
dation of our union, in which is involved our prof 
perity, felicity, fatety, perhaps our national exift- 
ence. This importent confideration, ferioufly and 
deeply imprtfied on our minds, ied each ftate in 
the Convention te be lefs rigid on points of inferior 
magnitude, than mizht ! vtherwife expect- 
ed; and thus the Con‘titution which we now pre- 
fent, is the refult of a fpirit of amity, and of that 
mutual deierence sod conceffion, which the peculi 
arity of our political difuation renaered indifpeni- 
bk. 


ave hee: 


That it will meet tie full and en ire aoprobation 
of every fate, is not perhaps to oe expecied; but 
ca hewill dout tiefs coniider, that had her teretts 
alone been confultec, the confequences might have 
been particularly difagreeable crinjuricus to cthers , 














that it is liable to as few exceptions as could reafon- 
ably have been expected, we Rope and believe ; 
that it may promote the lafting weltare of that coun- 
try fo dear to us all, and fecure her freedom and 
happinefs, is our moft ardent with. 

With great refpect, 

We have the henor to he, 
SIR, 
Your Excellency’s moft obedient 
and humbie fervants, 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, Prefident. 

By unanimous Order of the Convention. 
' His Excellency 

The Préfident of Congrefs. 
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) FE, the People of -the 
United ‘tates, in ord- 


er to form a more perfect Un- 
ion, eftablifh Juftice, infure 
domeftic Tranquillity, provide 
for the common Defence, pro- 
mote the general Welfare, and 
fecure the Bleffings of Libert 
to Ourfelves and our Potterity, 
do ordain and eftablith this 
Contftitution for the Unitep 
STATES OF AMERICA. 


"£0 & 5-2 ee 


Sect. 1- ALL kgiflative powers herein er wnt- 
ed, thall be veffed in a Congrefs of the United 
States, which thali confifi of a Scna’e and Houfe of 
Reprefentatives. 

Sect 2. The Heufe of Reprefentatives thall 
be compofed of mea.bers chofen every fecond year 
by the people of the feveral ftates, and the electors 
in each ftate fhall have the qualifications requifite 
for electors of the moft numerous branch of the 
ftate legiflature. 

No perfon fhall be a reprefentative who fhall not 
have attained to the age of twenty five years, and 
becn feven years a citizen of the United States, and 
who fhall net, when eleéied, be an inhabitant of 
that ftate in which hethall be chofen. F 
Repiecatatives and direct taxes fhall be apporti- 
oned among the feveral ftates which may be inclu- 
ded within this Union, actording to their refpective 


numbers, which fhall be determined by adding to 
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the whele number of free perfens, including thofe 
bound to fervice for a term of years, and excluding 
Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other perfons. 
‘The aétual enumeration fhall be made within three 
years after the firft meeting of the Congrefs of the 
United States, and within every fubfequent term of 
ten years, in fuch manner as they fhall by law di- 
re&t. ‘The number of reprefentatives fhall not ex- 
ceed one for every thirty thoufand, bus each ftate 
fhall have at leaft one reprefentative; and until 
fuch enumeration fhall be made, the ftate of New- 
Hamphhire fhall be entitled to chufe three, Maffa- 
chufetts eight, Rhode Ifland and Providence Plant- 
ations one, Connecticut five, New-York fix, New- 
Jerfey four, Pennfylvania cight, Delaware one, 
Maryland fix, Virginia ten, North-Carolina five, 
South-Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

When vacancies happenin the reprefentation from 
any fiate, the Executive authority thereof fhall iffue 
writs ot eleétion to fill fuch_vacancies. 

The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall chufe theie 
Speaker and ether officers; and fhall have the fole 
power of impeachment. 

Sect. 3. The benate of the United States fhall 
he compofed of two Senators from esch State, clp- 
fen by the legiflature thereof, for fix. years; and 
each Senator fhall have one vote. 

Immediately after they fhall be affembled in con- 
fequence of the firft eleCtion, they fhall be divided as 
equally as may beintothreeclaffes. Thefeats of the 
fenators of the nrit clafs fhall be vacated at the ex- 
piration of the fecond year, of the fecond clafs at the 
expiration of the fourth year, and of the third clafs 
at the expiration of the fixth year, fo that one third 
may be chofen every fecond year; and if vacancies 
happen by refignation or otherwife, during the re- 
cefs of ge legiflature of any ftate, the executive 
thereof may make temporary appointments, until 
the next meeting of the legiflature, which fhall then 
nil fuch vacancies. 

No perton fhall bs a Senator who fhall not have 
attained to the age of thirty years, and been nine 

years a ciuzem of the United States, and who fhall 
not, when ele@ted, be an inhabitanc of that ftate for 
which he fhall be chofen. 

The Vice-Pretident of the United States fhall b< 
Pretident of the Senate, but fhall hdveno vote, un- 
lefs they be equally divided, 

The Senate fhall chufe their other officers, and 
ilfo a Prefident pro tempore, in the abfence of the 
Vice Prefident, or when he fhall exercife the office 
of Prefident of the United States. 

‘The Senate fiall have’ the fole wer to try all 
impeachments. When fitting for that purpofe, they 
fhail be on cath or affirmation. When the Preg. 
cent of the United States is tried, the Cl ief Juftice 
fhall prefi’e: And no perfon fthall be conviéted 
without t! concurrence of two-thirds of the in¢eme 


Judgmentin cafes of impeachment thal] not ex. 


bers prefent. 
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tend further than te removal from effice, and dif- 
qualification to hold aod enjoy any office of honor, 
trufi or profit under the United States; but the par. 
ty convicted thall neverthelefs be liableand fubject te 
indictment, wial, judgment aud puniidhment accord 
ing to law. 

Srct. 4. The times, places and manner of 
holding cleCtions for Senators and Reprefentatives, 
fhall be prefcribed in each ftate by the legiflature 
thereof ; but the Congrefi may at any time by lw, 
make or alter fuch regulations, except as to the pla- 
ces of chufing Senators. 

The Congrefs thal! affemb!e at leaft onee in every 
year, anc fuch mecting shall be on the firft Monday 
in December, uniefs they dhall by law appoint a 
different day. ; 

Sect. 5. Each houfe thall be thejudge of the 
ele&tions, returns and qualificat.ons ot its own mem 
bers, anda majority of each thal! conftitute a quo- 
rum to do bufinefs ; but a fmaller number may ad- 
journ from day to day, and may be authorifed to 
compel the attendance of abfent members, in fuch 
manner, and under fuch penalties as each houfe may 
provide. . 

Each hovfe may determine the rules of its proceed- 
ings, punifh its members for diforderly behaviour, 
afd, with the concurrence of two-tirds, expel a 


Each hovfe fhall keep a journal of its proceedings, 
end from time to time pubuth the fane, excepting 
ach parts as may in their judement require fecrecy 5 
and the yeas and nays of the members of either houte 


@n any queftion fhail, at the defireof one fiith of © 
- thofe prefent, be entered on the journal. 


Reither houfe, during the feflion of Congrefs, 
fhall, without the confent ef the other, adjoura for 
More than three days, nor to any other place than 
that in which the two houfes fhall be fitting. 

Sect. 6. The Senator: and Reprefentatives fhall 
feceivea compenfation for their fervices, to be afcer- 
tained by law, and paid out of the treafury of the 
United States. They thall in all cafes, except trea- 
fon, felony and breach of the peace, be privieged 
from arreft during t' cir attendance atthe feffion of 
their refpeGtive houfes, and in going to and return- 
ing from the fame; and for any fpcech or debate in 
either houfe, they fhall not be queftioned in any o- 
ther place. 

No Senator or Repref-ntative fhall, during the 
time for which he was ele“ted, be appointed to any 
civil office under the authority of the United States, 
which thall have been created, or the emoluments 
whereof fhall have been ivcreafed during fuch time 5 
and no perfon holding any office under the United 
States, fhall be a member of cither houfe, during 
his continuance in office. ‘ 

Sect. 7. All bills for raifing revenue fhall ori- 
gjnate in the houfe of reprefentatives ; but the Sen- 
ate may propofe or concur with amendments as on 
other bills. 

Every bill which thall have poffed the houf. of re- 
prefentatives and the Senate, fhall, beiore it be- 
come a law, be prefented to the prefident of the 
United Staces ; if he approve he fhall fgn it, but 
W not he th lireturnit, with his objections to that 
houfe in which it thail have originated, who fhall cn- 
ter the objeétions at large on their journal, and pro 
ee.d to reconfiderit. lf after fuch reconfideration 
two-thirds of that houfe fhail agree to pafs the bill, 
it ‘hall be fent, together with the objections, to the 
other houfe, by which it fhall likewife be reconfid- 
ered, andif approved by two-thirds of that houfe, it 
{nail become alaw. But in al) fuch cafes the votes 
of buth houfes fhall be determined by yeas and nays, 

andthe names ef the perfons voting for and azaintt 
the bill thall be ente:ed en the journals of cach houfe 
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refpettively. If any bill fhall not be returned by the 
Prefident within ten days (Sundays excepted) after 
it thall have been prefented to him, the fame thall be 
a law, im Niece manner as if he had figned it, unlefs 
the Congrefs by their adjournmeut preventits return, 
in which cafe it thall not be a law. 

Every order, refoluvion, or vote to which the con- 
currence of the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives 
may be neceffary (except on a queftion of adjourn- 
ment) hull be prefented to the Prefident of the 
United States; and before the fame fhaill take ef- 
fe&, thall be app oved by him, or being difapprov- 
ed, Miall be repaifed by two thirds of the Senate 
and Houfe of Reprefentatives, ateording to the 
rules auc imitations preforibed in the cafe of a 
bill. 

Sret. 8. The Congrefs fhall have power to 
Jay and colle® taxes, duties, impotts and excifes, 
to pay the debts and provide for the common def :nce 
& general welfare ot the United States; but ull duties, 
impotts and excifes, fhali be unisorm throughout 
the United States. 

To borrow money on the credit of the United 
States. 

‘Lo reculate commerce with foreign mations, and 
among the feveral ftates, and with the indian 
tribes. 

To eftablith a uniform rule of naturalization, and 
uniform laws on the fubje&t of bankruptcies through- 
e@ut the United States. 

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and 
of foriegn coin, and fix the ftandarcds of weights 
and meafures. 

To provide fer the punifhment of counterfeiting 
the fecuritics and current coin of the United 
States. 

‘lo eftablih poft offers and poft roads. 

To promote the progress of fcience and ufeful arts, 
by fecuring for limited times to authors and inven- 
ters the exclufive right of their refpe@ive writings 
and difcoveries. 

To conititute tribunals inferior to the fupreme 
court. 

To define and punifh piracies and felonies com- 
mitred on the high feas, and offences again{ft the law 
Oi nations. 

To declare war, grant letters of marque and repri- 
fal, and make rules concerning capiures on land 
and water. . 

To raife and fupport armies: but no appropria- 
tion of money to that ufe thall be for a longer term 
than two years. 

To provide and maintain a navy. 

To make rvles for the governmsnt and regulation 
of the land and maval forces. 

To provide for calling forth the militia to execute 
the laws of the union, fupprefs infurrections and 
repel invations. 

To provide for organizing, arming and difciplin 
ing the milita, and for governing fuch part of them 
as may be employed in the fervice of the United 
States, referving to the ftates refpeftively the ap- 
po mtuncnt of ths officers, and authority of training 
the militia according to the difcipline preferibed by 
Cong efs. 

To exercife exclufive legiflation in al! cafes what- 
foever, over fuch diftri@ (not exceeding ten miles 
fquare) as may, by ceffion of particular States, and 
the acceptance of Corgrefs, become the feat of the 
government of the United States, and to exercife 
like authority over all places purchafed by the con- 
{unt of the legiflature of the ftate in which the fame 
fhall be, for the ereétion of forts, magazines, arfe- 
nals, dock-yards, and other needful buildings —And 

‘To make all laws which thali be neceffary and 
proper fox caf®ying into cxceution the foregoing pow- 
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ers, and all oher powers vefted by this confiitution 
in the government ot the United States, or in any 
department or officer thereof. 

Sect. g. The migration or importation of fuel 
perfons as any of the ftates now exifting fhall think 
proper to admit, thall not be prohibited by the Con- 
grefs prior to the year one thoufand eight hundred 
and eight, but a tax or duty may be impofed on 
fuch importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each 
perton. k . 

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus fhall 
not be fufpended, unlefs when in cafes of rebellion 
or invafion the public fafety may require it. 

No bill of attainder or ex poit fatto law thali be 
pafied. 

No capitation or other dire@ tax fhall be laid, un- 
lefs_ in preportion to the cenfus or enumeration 
herein betore direéted to be taken. 

No tax or duty thall be laid on articles exported 
from any ttat>. ; 

No preference fhall be given by any regulation 
of commerce or revenue to te ports of one ftate over 
thofe of another, nor fhall veffels bound to or from 
one ftate be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties 
in another, 

Nomoncy fhall be drawn from thetreafury, but 
in confequence of appropriations made by law ; and 
a regular ftatement and account of the receipts and 
expencitures of public money fhall be pubtithed 
from tine to time. 

No tide of nobility thall he granted bythe United 
States. And no perfon holding any office of profit 
ertruft under them, fhall, withcut the confent of 
Congrefs, accept of any prefent, emolument, office, 
or title, of any kind whatever, from any King, 
prince, or foreign ftate. 

Sect. 10. No ftate thal! erter into any treaty, 
alliance or confederation, grant letiers of marque and 
reprifal, coin money, emit bills of credit, make any 
tihng but gold and filver coin a tender in payment 
of debts, pafs any bill of attuinder, ex poft fa@o law 
or law impairing the cbligationsof contreéts, or 
grant any title «f{ nobility. 

No ftate thall, withont the corfent of Congrefs, 
lay any impofts or duties on imports or exports, ex - 
cept what may be abfolutely neceffary for executing 
its infpeetion laws, and the nett produce of all duties 
and impofts laid by any ftate, on imports or exports 
fhall be for the ufe or the treafury of the U- 
nited States, and al fuch laws Mall be fubje% to 
the revifion and control of Congrefs. No ftate thal!, 
without the confent of Congrefs, lay any duty of 
tonnage, keep troops or fhips of war im time of 
peace, enter into any agreement or compa@ with 
another fate, or with a foreign power, or engage 
in war unlefs attually invaded, or in fuch imminent 
danger as wiil not admit of delay. 

Il. 

Sret. 1. The executive power fhall be vefted in a 
Prefident of the United States of America. He thal! 
hold his office during the. term of four years, and, 
together with the vice-prefident, chofen for the fame 
term, be elected as follows: 

Each fta ¢ thall appoint, in fuch manner as the 
leg'fature thercof may dire@&, a number of eleétors 
equal to the whole number of fenators and repreien. 
tatives to which the flate may be entitled in Con. 
grefs: but no fenator or reprefentative, or perfon 
holding an office of truft or profit under the United 
States, fhall be appointed an elefor. 

The eletors fhall meet in their refpe 
and vote hy ballot for two } 
leaft fhall not be an inhabit 
themf-lves, 


ative tates, 
verfons, of whom one at 
ant of the fame ftate with 
and thev thall make a lift of al} the 


perfoni voted for, and of the number of votes for 
tach; which [it they hall fign and certify, and 
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tranfmit fealed to the feat of the government of the 
United States, direéted to the prefident of the fen- 
ate. 

The prefident of the fenate fhall in prefence of 
the fenate and houfe of reprefentatives open all the 
certificates and the votes fliall then be counted. 

The ,erfon having the greatefe number of votes 
Shall be the prefident, if fuch number be a majcrity 
of the whole number of ele€@ors appointed; and if 
there be more than one who have fuch majority, and 
have an equa) number of votes, then the houfe of 
reprefentatives fall immediately chufe by ballot one 
ot them for prefident ; and if no perfon have a ma- 
jority, t en from the five hicheft on the lift the faid 
howfe hall in like manner chufe a prefident. But 
in chocfing the prefident, tti¢ votes fhalt be taken by 
ftates, the prefentation from each ftate having one 
vote. Aquorum for this purpofe fhall confitt of a 
member or members from two thirds © the ftates, 
and a majority of all the ftates fhall be nece!ary to a 
ahoice. Inewery cafe, after the choice of the prefi- 
dent, the peifun having che greateft number of votes 
of the elefors thall be vice-prefident. But if there 
fhall remain two or more who have equal votes, the 
fenate fhall choofe from them by ballot tha vice-pre- 
fident. 

The Congrefs may determine the time of chufing 
the ele€tors, and the day on which they fhail give 
their votes ; which day fhall be the fame throughout 
the United States. e. 

No perfon, except a natural born citizen, or 4 ci- 
tizen of the UnitedjStates, at the time of the adop. 
tion of this conftitution, fhall be eligible to the ot- 
fice of Prefidents; neither fhall any perfor he eli- 
g dlc to that office who fhall not hav: attained to the 
age of thirty-five years, and been fourtctn yoars @ 
reficent within the United States. 

In cafe of the removal of a Pretident from office, 
ot of his death, refignation, or inability to difcharge 
the powers and duties of the faid office, the tame 
fhall devolve on the Vice-l’refident, and the Congres 
may by law provide for the cafe otf removal, death, 
refienation or inability, borh of the Preficent and 
Vice-Prefident, declaring what officer fhailthen act 
as Pref dent, and fuch officer thall act accordingly, 
untiithe difability be removed, or a Prefident fhail 
be elecied. : 

‘the Prefident fhall, at ftated times, receive for 
his fervices, acompenfation which th it ne ther be 
eicreafed or diminifhed during the period tor which 
he fhall havebeen eleéted. And ne thall not receive 
within that period, any other emolument trom the 
United States, or any of them. 

Before he enter on the execution cf his office, he 
fhalj take the following oath or affirmation: ** 4, do 
folemnly fwear (or affirm) that J will faithtully ex- 
ecute the office of Prefident of the United States, 
and will to the beft of my ability, preferve, pro- 
teét, and defend the conftitution of the Un.ted 
States.” 

Sect. 2. The Pr fadent thall be commander in 
chief of the army and navy of the United States, 
and of the militia of the feveral States when calied 
into the aftual fervice of the United States; he may 
require the opinion in writing, ot the principal of 
ficer in each of the executive departments, upon any 
fubjeQ relat ng to the duties of their refpective orfi- 
ces, and he fhall have power to grant repricves and 
pa:dons for offences againft the United Siates, ex- 
cept in cafes of impeachment. 

He thall have power, by and with the advice and 
confent of the Senate, to m ake treaties, provided two- 
thirds of the Senators prefent concur; and he fhall 
nominate, and by and with the advice and content 
of the Senate, ail appoirt Amba‘T.dors, ore rpub- 
“tic Minifters, end Contuls, Judges of Wie taprome 
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coutt, and all other officers of the United States, 
whofe appeintments are not herein otherwife pro- 
vided for, and which thall be eftablithed by law. 
Butthe Congrefs may by law vett the appointment 
of fuch inferior officers as they may think proper in 
the Prefident alone, in the courts of law, or in the 
heads of departments. 

‘Lhé Prefident thali have power to fll up all va- 
cancies that may happen dering the recefs of the Se- 
naic, by granting vommiffions which fhall expire at 
the end of their next feffion. 

Sect. 3+ He flail from time to time give to the 
Conerefs information of the ftate of the union, ahd 
recomunend totheir centide:ation, fuch meafures as 
he fhail judge neceffary and expedient : he may, om 
extraordinary occafions, convene beth houfes, or ci- 
ther of them, and in cafe of difagreement between 
them, wih retpect to the time of adjournment, he may 
adjourn them to fuch time as he fhall think proper : 
he thall receive Amibaffadors and other pubiic Mini- 
fters : he fhall take care that the laws be faith/‘ully 
ex cuted, and ihall commiffion ali the officers of 
the United States. 

Sect. 4- The Prefident, vice-Prefident and all 
civil officers of the United States, thall be removed 
from office on impeachment for, and conviction of 
treafon, bribery, or other high crimes and mifue- 
meaiiors. 

Iii. 

Srev.1. The judicial power of the United States 
fhall be vetted in one fupreme court, and in fuch in- 
ferior courts as the Congrefs may irom time to time 
ordain and eftahlifh. The Judges, beth of the fu- 
preme and inferior courts, fhall hold their offices 
during good behaviour, and fhall, at ftated times, 
receive ior their fervices, a compenfation, which 
fhail not be diminifhed during their continuance in 
office. 

Sect. 2. The judicial power fhall extend to all 
cafes, inlaw and equity, arifing under this conftiru- 
tion, the laws of the United States, and treaties 
made, or which fhall be mide, under their autho- 
rity. To alicafesaftecting An. buffadors, other pub- 
lic Minifters, andCorfuls. Toall cafes of admiralty 
and maritime jurifd.dton. To controverfies to 
which the United States thall be a party. To con- 
troveriies between two or more States; between a 
State, and citizens of another State; betweencitizens 
of different States; between citizens of the ame 
State claiming lands under grants of different States ; 
and between a State, or the citizens thereof, and 
foreign States, citizens or fu ) cts. 

In ca‘es affefting Ambaffadors, o-er publ'c Mi- 
nifters and Confuls, and thofe inwhicha S:cate thall 
be a party, the fupreme court fhall have original ju- 
rifdiétion. “Inall other cafes before-mentioned, the 
fupreme court fhall have appellute juvif iCion, both 


as to law and fact, with fech exceptions, and . 


under fuch regulations as the Congrefs fhall make. 

“Lhe trial of all crimes, except in cafesof impeach- 
ment, fhall be by jury; and f.ch trial thail be held 
in the State where the faid crimes fha!l heve been 
committed ; but when not committed with.n any 
State, the trial fhall be at fuch place or places, as 
the Cougrefs may "by law have dire¢ted. 

Seer. 3. Treafon againtt the United Sta-es, fhall 
confift only in levying war againft them, or in ad- 
hering to theircnemies, giving them aid ard com- 
fort. No perfon fhill be convicted of treaf. r unicfs 
on the teftimony of two witneffs to the fame overt 
act, or on confeffion in open court. 

The Congrefs fhill have power to declae the pu- 
nifhment of treafon, bet no attainder o treafon fhail 
work corruption of bleed, or forfeiture, «xcept du- 
ring the life of the perfon attainsed. 
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Iv. 

Sect. 1. Full faith and credit thall be given in 
each State to the publ'c aéts, rccor's, and judicial 
proceedings of every other State. And the Congrefs 
may by gencral laws prefcribe the manner in which 
fuch aéts, records, and proceedings fhall be proved, 
‘and the effeét therecf. 

Sect. 2. ‘The citizensof each State thall be en- 
titled to all the privileges and immunities of citizers 
in the feveral States. 

A perfon charged in any State with treafon, felony 


or other crime, who fhall flee from juftice, and be 


found im another State, fhall, on demand of the 
exccutive authority of the State from which he fied, 
be deiivered up, to be removed to the State having 
jurifci@ion of the crime. 

No perfon held to fervice or labour in one State, 
under the laws thereof, efcaping into another, fhall 
in confequence of any law or regulation therein, be 
difcharged from fuch fervice or labour, but fhall be 
delivered up on claim of the party to whom fuch fer- 
vice or labour may be due. 

Stcr. 3+ New States may be admitted by the 
Congrefs into this union ; but no new State fhall be 
formed or erected within the jurifdi@tion of any other 
State, nor any other State be formed by the junc- 
Gon of two or more States, er parts of States, 
without the content of the Uegiflature of the States 
concerned, as well as of Congvrefs. 

‘The Congrefs thali have power to difpofe of ana 
make all needful rules and regulations refpeéting the 
territory or other property belonging to the United 
Siates; andnothing in this conrtitution thall be fo 
conftrned as to prejudice any claims of the Unite 
S:ates, or of any purticular State. ' 

Stct.-4. ‘ihe Uniced States thall guarantee to 
every State in ths union, a republican form of go- 
vernment, and thail proteét each of them againft in- 
vation ; or on the application of the Legiflatures. or 
of the Executive wv hen the Légiflature cannot be con- 
vened, againft domettic vielence. 

V. 

The Congrcfs, whenever two thirds of both houw- 
fes thal! deengit ncceffiry, fhall propofe amendments 
to this conttitutiom, or on the appli-at on of the Le- 
giflatures of two thirds of the feveral States, fhall 
calla convention for propofing amendments, which 
ineither cafe, fhall be vaiidtoall intents and pur- 
pofes, as partthereof, when ratified by the Legifla 
tures of three fourths of the feveral Siates, or by 
conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the 
other mode of ratification may be propofed by the 
Congrefs: Prov ded that no amendment which may 
be made prior to the year 1808 fhall in any manner 
affect the firft and fourth cliaufes in the ninth fe€tion 
of the firft article, and that no State without its con- 
fent fhall be deprived of its equal fuffrage in th 
Senate. 

Vi. 

Ail debts contracted and engagements entered 
into before the adoption of this conttitution fhall be 
as val.d againit (he United States under this Confti- 
tution as under the confederation. 

This conftitution, andthe laws of the United 
States which fhail be made in purfuance ghereof ; and 
all treaties made, of which thall be made, under the 
authority of the United States, fhall be the fupreme 
law of the lind: and the judges in every ftate fhall 
he bound thereby, any thing in the confitution or 
lav’s of any ftate to the contrary norwithftanding. 

The fenators and reprcfentatives bef rementioned, 
and the members of the f everal fate leg. atures, and 
all executive and judicial officers, both of the Uni- 
ted Scaces and of the feveral ftates, thail be be boand 
by oath or affirmation, to fupport this conftitituen ; 
pat ne religious teft fhall ever be required as a quae 
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Hifications to any office or public truft under the U- 
nited States. 


Vil. 
The ratification of the cenventions of nine States, 
thall be fufficient for the eftablifhment of this con- 
ftitetion between the ftates fo ratifying the fame, 


DONE in Convention, by 


the unanimous Confent of the 
States prefent, the feventeenth 
Day of September, in the Year 
of our Lorp one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty feven, and 
of the Independence of the Uni- 
red {tates of America the twelfth. 
In Witnels whereof we have here- 
wnto fubfcribed our Names. 


George Wafhington, Pre- 
fident, and Deputy 
from Virginia. 


New-Haursnine, Yobn Langdon, 
Nicholas Gilman. 


Massacuusetts. Nathaniel Gorham, 


: Rafus King. 
Connecticut, William S. Febnfer, 
Roger Sherman. 
New-Yorn. Alexander Hamilton, 
New-J exsex, William Living fon, 
David Brearley, 
William Paterfen, 
Jonathan Dayten. 
Paxnsyrvania, Benjamin Franklin, 
Thomas Miffiin, 
Robert Morris, 
George Clymer, 
Themas Fitzfimens, 
Jarea Ingevfll, 
James Wilfon, 
Gouwerneur Morris. 
George Read, 
Gunning Bedford, Junior, 
John Dickinfon, 
Richard Baffit, 
Jacob Broom, 


Deraware, 


"Mapyiann, James Mc Henry, 


Daniel of St. Tho. Jenifer, 
Daniel Carrel, 
WiacimsaA, Fobn Blair, 
James Madifon, Junior. 
Worts-Carorina, William Blount, 
Rickard Debbs 
(Spaight, 
Hugh Williamfon. 
SovrtH-Canorina, Jobn Rutledge, 
Charles  Cotefworth 
( Pinckney, 
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Charles Pinckney, 


Pierce Butler. 
Grorcia, Pilliam Few, 


Abrabam Baldwin, 
Ane, WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary. 


+ 


In Convention. 


Monpay SerremsBer 17th, 


PRESENT 

The States of New-Hamphhire, 
Maffachufetts, Conneéticut, Mr. 
Hamilton from New. York, New- 
Jeriey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North-Ca- 
rolina, South-Carolina & Geor- 
gia. 

RESOLVED, 


Tai the preceding Conftitution be 

laid before the United States in 
Congrefs affembled, and that it is the opin- 
ion of this Convention, that it fhould af- 
terwards be fubmitted to a Convention of 
Delegates, chofen in each State by the Peo- 

le thereof, under the recommendation of 
its legiflature, for their affent and ratifica- 
tion ; and that each Convention affenting to 
and ratifying the fame, fhould give notice 
thereof to the United States in Congreis af- 
fembled. 


1787. 


RESOLVED. “at itis the opinion of 
this €onventio: + as foon as the Con- 
ventions of nin. tes fhall have ratified 
this Conftieation, the United States in 
Congrefs aflembled fhould fix a day on which 
Ele@ors fhould be appointed by the ftates 
which fhall have ratified the fame, anda 
day on which the Eleftors fhould affemble to 
vote for the Prefident, and the time and 
place for commencing proceedings under 
this Conftitution. That after fuch publica- 
tion, the Electors fhould be appointed, and 
the Senators and Reprefentatives elected : 
That the Ele€tors fhould meet on the day 
fixed for the election of the Prefident, and 
fhould tranfmit their votes certified, ligned, 
fealed and dire@ted, as the Conftitution re- 
quires, to the Secretary of the United States 
in Cengrefs affembled, that the Senators 
and Reprefentatives fhould convene at the 
time and place affigned; that the Senators 
fhould appoint a Prefident of Senate, for the 
fole purpofe of receiving, opening and count- 
ing the votes for Prefident ; and, that after 
he faall be chofen, the Congrefs, together 


a tag ae eae ORR ES Tape SS Sc cocyr crore 


Bia AY oT. = Fe a 


THE NEWHAVEN @AZETTE AND THE 


| 

















with the Prefident, thould,.without delay, 
proceed to execute this Conftitution, 


By the unanimous Oraer of the 
Convention, 


GEORGE WASHINGTON, 
PRESIDENT. 
WILLIAM JACKSON, 


Secretary, 





OBSERVATOR, No. Y. 
(Cencluded.) 


The Neceflity of adopting the 
Reform which may be re- 


commended by the Federal 
Convention. 


N_ the whole therefore, it is indff- 
putably manifeft, that the body of 
the cltizens of the Unired States, in their 
various ranks, charactere, fituations and 
cireamftances, have, on al! occafions of me- 
ment, fhewn a difpefitien, fingulariy char- 
ateriftic, to be governed by reafen, and 
not to be duped by the intrigues ef defign- 
ing men, orto be wnwarrantably influenced 
by diflingeifhed chara@ers, or frightened 
inte obedience by threats, nor compelled by 
force. 

One thing only remains, te complete and 
eftablith a charafter, which no other nation 
can pretend to, and that is to adopt the {yf 
tem of government, which will in afew days 
be propofed to the people by the convention. 
To be determined to adopt this fyfiem, be- 
fore it is made public, and the people have 
time to confider it, will be inconfiftent with 
whatl have been ebferving, and therefore 
fhall not propofeit; and fhall only obferve, 
that independent of the merits of the form of 
serene to be propofed, there are fome 
pecial reafons for adopting it, which have 
occurred, moft likely to many, perhaps not 
every one, for which reafon I take tne liber. 
ty to mention fome of them. 

1. The members of the federalconvention 
are, confefledly, men of the. firft charaGer 
in this country, for wifdom, knowledge, in- 
tegrity, and patriotifm. We may therefore 
be affared, that the fubje& they are coz- 
vened upon, will be thoroughly invettigated, 
examined, and maturely confidered,—that 
there will be as little partiality and felfifh- 
nefs, in the deliberations and determina- 
tions of this council, as in any body of men 
the country could fele& ; and, that the par: 
ticular intereft of the individual ftates, and 
the general intcrefl of the whole, are, and 
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neceflarily mut be, better known and un- 
derftood, bythe prefent convention, than 
by any individual on the continent, or by 
the allemblf of either of the States. From 
thefe circumftances we have every reafon to 
conclude that the form of government to be 
propofed by the convention, will be the bef 
ealculatedto promote the equal benefit of 
the whole nation, and the belt adapted to 
the circumftances of the States, of any form, 
which the State:, (by any method they 
can poffibly propofe,) could devife. 

2. If the form of government prefcribed 
by the convention be rejected, it is by no 
means probable, the States can ever con- 
vene another body of men on the fame bufi- 
nefs ; and even, ifit were poflible, another 
convention, in all refpedts equal to the pre- 
fent, carinot be found. 

3. Although I fincerely believe, the bo- 
dy of the citizens of the United States ho- 
neftiy with to adopt, and further fuch mea- 
fures, as appearto them well calculated to 
promote the general goud, yet, if by any 
means, or for any reaion, they fhould be in- 
duced to reje& the propofals of the convetion, 
there are in this country, like all others, 
ambitious, afpiring, and intriguing men, 
who ftand ready to avail themfelves of the 
advantages which the confufion, naturally 
and unavoidably refulting from fuch a rejec- 
tion would pat in their hands.—The variety 
of evils that would neceffarily be produced 
by fuch anevent, it were in vain to attempt 
to defcribe: Imagination can better fuggeit 
them. 

The rea‘ons therefore, for accepting the 
form of government, foon to be propoled by 
the convention, independent of its merit, 
are many and great; {0 great, that if there 
be reafons foffh-ient to rejeét it, they muf 
be weighty indeed. 

But it is prefumed, that no great need be 
faid, in order to prepoffefs the minds of 
people, in favour of the propofed federal 
fy item, on account of any excellency we may 
now fuppofe it to poffe:s: Jt will undoubt- 
edly carry its own recommendstion. 

Without doubt, eppofition will be made 
toit, and many engines fet to work, to in- 
fluence the people to reject it; but this is 
no argument why it fhould be rejefted.— 
Shor'd a form of government be fent down 
from heaven, it would be oppofed, becaufe 
it would oppofe the views of fome individu- 
als. Let the prefcribed form be what itmay, 
it will interfere with the views, deficns, 
and intereft of many individuals, ail of 
whom will oppofe it, and by every argum- 
ent that ean be made ule of will try to pre- 
vent its adoption. A man who alpires to a 
Dukedom or Earldom will oppofe it, be- 
caufe, by this, the pro/peQ of eftablishiug a 
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monarchy in this country will be deftroyed, 
and confequently, his ambitious views cut 
of. A Governor may oppofe it, beeauie, 
the federal _s if eftablithed, may place 
him in a fubordinate {phere, whereby his 
dignity and importance may be eclipfed. 
An Affembly man may oppofe it, becaufe 
the importance of the ftate aflemblies may 
be diminifhed, whereby he might lofe fome 
of his importance among his neighbours, 
and many eccafions of ** uttering bis wife 
** fayings’’ in the affembly, on political 
fubje&ts. Anda Cuftom-hovufe officer will 
oppofe it, becaufe he may think himfelfin 
danger of lofing his falary and perquifites. 
But among all the foffes that individuals 
may apprehend will fall upon them, by the 
adoption of the propofed form of govern- 
ment, I do not believe, (from what hath 
ever yet appeared) that the great body of 
the citizens of the United States WILL 
LOSE THEIR REASON. 





MIDDLETOWN, Sept. 24. 

An Account of the Lofs of the Schooner 
Unity, Capt, William Warner, of this 
Port. 

Middletown, Sept. 22, 1787. 
Meff. Woodward and Green, 

I arrived in this city the night before 
laft, from a very difaftrous and tunate 
voyage at fea. As a number of cufto- 
mers may be anxious to know the particulars 
fhould be obliged to you toinfert the follow- 
ing information in your ufefal paper. 

On the morning of the 23d of Auguft laf 
lying in the harbour of Guadaloupe the 
weather {qually, attended with heavy rains, 
and gufts of wind by intermiffions, and fo 
comtinuing till oneo’clock P. M. when a 
heavy gale fet in at E. N. E. driving me to 
fea with both my anchors a-head Finding 
the gale continued, and no poffibility of 
my veflel bringing up, and being cleared 
out, got my cables and anchors a- 


board, and put the veffel before the wind, - 


and continued feudding till 6 o,clock P. M. 
when the wind fhifted to N. E. and remain- 
ed inthat point till 7 o’clock P. M. then 
fhifted inftantaneonfly w S. E. which hove 
my veffel on her beam ends with my maft’s 
heads in the water. We began to lighten 
her mainmaft by cutting it away, but un- 
fortunately the ax came off the helve after 
e@ few ftrokes, and before we could obtain 
another, the veile] had received fuch a quan- 
tity of water, that ir burt open her iteer- 
age deors and filled her immediately. Find- 
ing ourfelves in that deslorab!e fituation, 
we had no other alternative but to lafh our- 
felves to the chains, and that part of the 
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veffel which was above water, and throw 
ourtelves upon the merciful interpofition of 
Divine Providence. At 10 o’clock, P. M. 
our foremaft gave way by the deck, when 
fhe righted a few feet, and headed the wind 
and fea: when J ordered the people to 
fhift themfelves, finding that the fea had 
not fo great a rake abaft as furward. Ab- 
out 11 o’clock our quarter deck blew up, 
and floated from the wreck. Not long af- 
ter the mainmaft followed. We then jafh- 
ed ourfelves to the horfe-piece and fiern- 
knee. Finding the veflel gradually fink- 
ing forward, we remained in that fitaatior 
without any thing to fupport oorfelves, 
until we were taken off from the wreck the 
25th, by Capt. John M’Lellan, bound to 
Guadaloupe. About an hour after we were 
taken from the wreck, we difcovered a 
wreck to leeward of us: in coming up 
with ber, found her to be a floop from De- 
marara, difmafted, commanded by one 
Capt. Armitrong, belonging to Pifcataqua 
(New-Hampthire) which Capt. M’Lelian,y 
took in tow and carried into St. Euftatia. 

Ia the unfortunate event, were loft in the 
fchooner Unity, from this place, Medits. 
Jofeph and Joha Henthaw, merchants, and 
Samuel Cuaningham. jue. ef Middletown, 
together with Noah R. Smith, Jonah Ner- 
ton and Jonathan Lambert, of Chatham. 

The people takea from the wreck, are, 
myfelf, Bir. Louden Bailey, mate; John 
Creemer, Joteph Sharp and Curtis Cum. 
ftoch. 

Too much praife cannot be given to Mr. 
Bailey, my mate, and to the reit of the peo- 
ple, for their exertious in endeavouring te 
fave the peeple and veffa], and their patience 
and fortitude in their fuferingon the wreck. 

Your hamble fervant, 


We. WARNER, 





a n 
NEW-HAVEN, Sept. 27. 
_A gentleman who favours the public with 
his remarks on the meant of promecting fe- 
eral fentiments ia the United States, makes 
this appeal : 

‘© Every part of this federal empire was 
gained by the fword, by diftref: and laugh- 
ter —:he land from Georgia tc New. Hamp- 
fhire, has drank A acricen blood —the bleed. 

£ , } 
hounds of the weftern forefts have tore many 
babes frem the mother’s bres%, m:; ny wires 
from the arms of hofbands, fcatced amd 
burned them in lingering fires. Werat Ane. 


rican can withoet horror, indigration and 

grief, reflect that a fetal di‘enicn m.v bs'e- 
. . . a — ; 

ly throw under foreign dominion the airs 


of Ssratoga, Yurk-Town, or the Cow pens. 
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Here mathicks I fee every fordid wretch 
hiochis head, and eve-w brawe American 
cap bis hinito bis twort, and fwear by the 
i their fellow foldiers, aad by their 


aihes sf i 
@wa noble bearts, it thatl aor be.” 





PILLADELPHIA, 
O.1 M pQDAY iat 


September 16. 


> Federal Convention 


cloted their fefion by thenire the Federal 
Governainent. The States we are told, 
were neanzmows In thie -bufioels. The ad- 


drefs of hisiixcellency Dr Frank!in, to the 
members of the Convention, previous to 
tis foleme tranfaction, a correfpontent aff- 
ures us “as traly pathe: ic and extremely fen- 
fible. The eoacurrence of this venerable 
paiot in this government, and his ftreng 
recommendation of it cannot fail of recom- 
meading it to aii his frieads in Pennfyiva- 
nia. 

Yefterdsy the frame of Government was 
reported by the Delegates of Penafylvania, 
agreeably to their initrua®ions, to the Gene- 
rai Affemoly of this thate, aad read publick- 
ly, in the preleace of 2 large crowd of citi- 
zens, who itoo! ia the gallery of che Affem- 
bly room, and who teftified the higneft 
picaiure io teeing that great work at lait 
perfeGed, which promites, when adopted, 
te give fecurity, Rability and dignity to the 
g@overameat of the United States. 

The dividon of the power of the United 
States into three branches, gives the fince- 
re% fatisfa@ion toa great majority of our ci- 
tizens, whohave long fuffered many incon- 
vericences from being governed by s fingle 
Jegiflature. All jingle governments are 
tyrannies, whether they be lodged fin oxe 
man, a fcw men, er a darge body of the 
people. 


» eo. © 2 i. Sept. 19. 

Saturday laft the fqaadron of his Moft 
Chriftian Majefty, under the command of 
Vifcount Beaumont, took its departure 
from this port.—Its deftination is a pro- 
found fecret. 

REPORTS QF THE DAY. 

That the Briuvth have detached a fquad- 
von of fix fhips of the line to the Dutch 
fettlements in the Eait-Indies, to aft offen- 
fively, ander commiffion from the Stadt- 
holder of Holland. 

That Lord Derchefer lately arrived at 
Wealifax from Quebec, via the defarts, with 
Ome a‘tendaat enly. The reafon of this 
uncommon and expeditious journey is un- 
known—the effects were in Halifax, a very 
hot prefs of feamen, and the departure of @ 
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fiity gue hip, and three frigates, in twelve 
houre atter his coming totown. - 

Rother more authentic than the ebove is 
the report, that twenty-one American veflels 
have, within a fhort time been feized and 
coedemned ueder{pecious pretences, at New 
Rruaiwick, Mm Nova Scotia, and their huils 
burnt. 

We hear that three weffele from Halifax, 
sritith property, have been feized by the 
officers of the ewoms, face our laft, for 
taking talfe entries. 





LONDON, July 


Iris pofitively aferted, that the difpatch- 
es fent with Mr. Eden to the court of France 
on Saturday wight, announce a politive de- 
termination on the part of this country to 
ailiit che Stadtholder at al] events. 

At the laft cabinet council which 
was held on the fubject of the com- 
motions in Holland, Mr. Pitt was 
decidedly and violently againft his 
country taking any part therein. 
Flis Majefty, on the other hand, 
feels very fenfibly for the degrad- 
ing fituation of his illuftrious cou- 
fin; and indeed, when it is confid- 
ered that the Stadtholder’s unpop- 
ularity arifes folely fram his having 
detained the Dutch fleet in the 
Texel, whilft that of Great-Britain 
was employed in relieving the gar- 
rifon of Gibraltar, his Serene high- 
nefs merits every afliftance that this 
country can afford him.—--What 
would have heen the fituation of 
our Baltie trade and the Northern 
colliers ifthe Dutcn fleet had been 
permitted to trade upon our coaft? 

A report is very confidently pro- 
pagated, that a congrefs will be 
fhortly held at Veriailles, to which 
the kings of England and Prusfia 
will be invited tofend minifters, to 
arrange and fettle the prefent diff- 
erences fubfifting between the Stadt 
holder and the States of Holland, 
Overyfiel and the city of Utrecht. 
On the other hand it is faid the 
Dutch will not fubmit to any me- 


diation of the Britifh Court. 


24—30. 
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The Dutch feem torhave attain- 
ed to the very height of confufion. 
‘he States General divided among 
themlelves, fu€uating, wavering, 
aud underermited ; doing and un- 
doing; ordering and counterman- 
ding their own orders, retcinding 
them by the lump! The council 
of ftate, or fubordinate executive 
body, admonifhing, correcting and 
directing that which thould be the 
fupreme deliberative and directing 
body of the Conmmonwealth. Con- 
fufion indeed in the abftract. 





A late writer fays, ‘‘ Now thofe that can 
do good fhould do it. ‘Thole that have in- 
fluence thould exert it. Whecher they pot- 
feisone, five, or ten talents, their country 
calls by the moft moving eloquence for them 
to be employed in her behalf, that the opi- 
nions which every man entertains, the 
thoughts which he writes, the obfervations 
which he utters, and the efforts which he 
makes, fhould center, like the rays of the 
focus, in her profperity: What thall we 
think or fay then of him who difebeys her 
voice and difregards her intereft ? 

*« Shun, my countrymen, the tham pat- 
riot, however dignified. who bids you «i/- 
truft the Conveniion, and reject thecolle&- 
ed wifdom of thefe ftates. Mark him asa 
dangerous member of fociety. Brand him 
as hoftile to the commerce, refpe@ability, 
and independence of America. Affign him 
{uch places in which you will have nothing 
to fear. 

‘* Fix your eyes on thofe who love you, re- 
joice in your welfare, and who hazard all 
on the ¢ivil fyftem which they have framed 
for you—on thoie whofe views are not boun- 
ded by the town or county which they may 
reprefent, nor by the flate in which they 
refide, nor even by the union,—their philan- 
thropy embraces the intereft of all nations.” 


(> The Friend—Connecicut—and fe- 
veral other piezes are unavoidably emitted 
this week. 





Advertifement. 


"hho te Damage Feafant on the fieft Inf. by 
the Subfcriber a daik grey Mare Colt 2 Years 
old jaft Spring (no Brand) the owaer of faid Colt is 
defired to take her away, after proving piopeity and 
paying Charges to 

JOSEPH MOSS. 


New-Stratford, Sept. 14) 17%7. 32—3 
Stamey 4 . 


